
 
 
 
 

 
     Next Meetings:  
      Thurs, May 5th,   7pm 
      Thurs, June 2nd, 7pm 
 
         Emmett’s Brewing Company | 5200 Main St. | Downers Grove  
         Email: ComeSkiWithUs@piccadillyskiclub.com    
 

President’s Message: 
Spring has sprung, the grass iz riz, 

I wonder where da flowers iz? 
 
May is here!  As a child I couldn’t wait for May to arrive so that winter would be well and truly 
over, although in Chicago one can never really tell.  These last few years May also brought a 
touch of sadness with it as I realized ski season was well and truly finished.  Heavy sigh.   
 
But what a season we just had!  The 2021-2022 season finished on a high note, with an excellent 
banquet at Chateau Orleans in Darien.  The food was good, the DJ was great, and the PSC crowd 
was especially great!  Thank you again to all trip leaders, helpers, chair-people, and everyone 
who made every bit of last season a success.  Also, a thank you to everyone in the club for 
creating so many great times!  Give yourselves a pat on the back.  No need to worry 
though.  Even as I reminisce about 2021-2022, Julian, Jackie, and the Piccadilly trip committee 
are already going full-bore to make the 2022-2023 season another great one.   
 
We can’t mourn winter’s passing for very long though, as we eagerly anticipate a spring and 
summer full of outdoor fun and memorable times together.  We have lots of warm weather fun 
on tap, perhaps even a warm weather trip?  Stay tuned!  Remember:  Skiing is believing! 
 
Ski fast and laugh often,  

---Da POPSC--- 
        Paul 
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Summer Meeting 
Schedule Begins 

 
We meet the 1st 
Thursday of the 

month in May, June, 
and July 



Where in the World is Piccadilly? 

 
Let’s find out! Our Piccadillians are traveling again to near and far places 
(Hawaii, Palos Hills, Florida, Lisle, Punta Cana) Take a photo of you with 
some kind of PSC logo gear (neck wallet, jacket, facemask, business card, 
pin, bandana, shirt, coat, vest, backpack, koozie etc.). Show the PSC logo 
in the photo, and you of course, and email it to me, subject line: Where in 
the world… and I’ll publish it.  It does NOT have to be across the world, but 
it would be fun if it was, and hopefully somewhere identifiable. Or, we’ll 
have fun guessing.  

Take Piccadilly on your next adventure! 
 

 
 
(Left: Piccadilly Face Mask basked in the sun at St. Augustine Beach, FL 
with Dawn R) 

 
 
 

(Right: Piccadilly Hat climbed the Swallow Cliff 
stairs with Becky B., Janice B., and Kevin C.) 

 
 

 
 
 
(Left: Piccadilly Business Card travelled to Half Moon Bay, CA. with 
Wally & Jackie D.) 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

(Right: Piccadilly Neck Wallet, Bandana 
and Hat got abducted by aliens,  along 

with Janice B. in Roswell, NM) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your submissions. Keep taking Piccadilly on your adventures and share it with the club. 



REMINDER - CASH THOSE CHECKS - NOW! 
As we transition the club checkbook to the new Board, be sure to 
cash any refund checks from PSC ASAP.  It helps us close out one 
year to begin the next.   – Thank you, John 
 

 
Social at-a-Glance  
(Details below in the newsletter) 
Do you have suggestions for future social events, or is there one you want to host?   
Contact Jen at obrechtjen@yahoo.com 
  
 Thurs, 5/5 – 7pm -  General Mtg, Emmett’s Ale House. Summer Sched.  

CINCO DE MAYO THEME 
 Sat, 5/7 – Harry’s Pub Crawl by Train XLVI , “Drinko de Mayo” 
 Wed, 5/11 – 8:30am -  Naturalist Led Bird Hike/Bird Banding  
 Sat, 5/14 – 5pm -  Wine Run at Cantigny. Must pre-register 
 Sat, 5/21 – 10am - Paddle Tampier Lake/BYO Picnic. Please sign up on MeetUp 

 
 Thurs, 6/2 – 7pm  - General Mtg, Emmett’s Ale House. Summer Sched.   
 Sat, 6/11 – 6pm -  Derby Day Party Returns! 
 Tues, 6/14 – 7pm Fishel Park D.G. Concerts - ABBA 
 Sat,  6/25 – 7pm Swank Night Returns! 
 Tues, 6/28 – 7pm Fishel Park D.G. Concerts - Serendipity 

 
 Thurs, 7/7 – 7pm  - General Mtg, Emmett’s Ale House. Summer Sched.  

 
 Thurs, 8/4 – 7pm  - General Mtg, Emmett’s Ale House. 
 Sun, 8/7 – Noon, Annual Family Picnic, Bemis Woods South, Grove 5 
 Thurs, 8/18 – 7pm  - General Mtg, Emmett’s Ale House. 
 Fri, 8/19 – Get The Led Out Concert, RiverEdge Park, Tix on sale NOW 
 Sat, 8/20 –6p-10pm -  Mockvinia III   Save the Date. Details to come 

 
 

TRAVEL INSURANCE   - An inside source tells us that trip 
insurance may go up in price FYI.    Tip: Explore the “Cancel for any 
reason” version of trip insurance, to see if that’s the best fit for you, 
but be advised you will need to purchase that version very shortly 
after your initial trip purchase.  Here are some helpful links from the 
CMSC website for your convenience. (PSC does not endorse any 
insurance carrier) 
http://www.csatravelpro.com/WINTERSPORTTOUR 
http://www.travelprotectors.com 
https://www.allianztravelinsurance.com 



PSC Favorite Ski Stories 
 
At a PSC Picnic at Theodore Stone Forest Preserve in 
Countryside there were some loud cannon reports 
(allegedly Mike McCrery had something to do with that) 
followed by a squad car arriving on the scene.  An 
intrepid female Piccadillian ventured out to speak to the officer for a few minutes.  Upon her 
return she was asked what the officer had to say.  Her reply, "He wants to know when you're 
firing it off again!"  Thanks goes out to Mike McCrery for sharing.  
 

Send us your story.   Cheers, Larry Himmelblau - Historian 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Social Details 
 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, 5/5, 7pm. Come to our PSC 
General Meeting at Emmett’s. And it's Cinco de Mayo so wear 
something festive for this celebration! Brush 
up on your Mexican trivia and you may win a 

prize. Don't forget, this will be our only meeting for May. Please RSVP on 
Meetup by the week before if you are planning to come to Emmett’s. 
This gives Emmett’s a headcount to properly staff our room that evening. 

Plan to place food and beverage orders by 6:30pm. This way the servers 
will not be running in and out so much during the meeting. The servers 
will bring out the checks for each party prior to the 7pm start of the meeting - at that time you 
will have the option of paying your check or giving them a credit card to hold the tab open and 
close it out later in the evening. Piccadilly abides by all federal, state, and local public safety 
guidance and requirements.  
 



Pub Crawl by Train XLVI  - Drinko de Mayo, Saturday, 5/7, 11am til ? 

It's our famous Spring Pub Crawl by Train All 
Day on the Burlington Northern Metra.  Pub Crawl 
XLVI…. That’s 46 for you non-Roman types. Jump 
on at any stop along the way,  or join in for the 
whole day! $7 weekend pass when you buy 
through the Ventra App.  Might cost more if 
purchased at a ticket window or onboard. 
www.ventrachicago.com/app). 

 
Pub Crawl Schedule: 
11:14-11:55 Berwyn (George's) 
11:55-12:55 Berwyn (LaVerne's) 
12:57-1:57 Harlem (James Joyce) 
2:03-3:03 Brookfield (Sebastian's Ale & Whisky House) 
3:06-4:06 LaGrange (Milk Money Brewery) 
4:17-5:17 Clarendon Hills (Open Door) If not, food stop! 
5:23-7:23 Fairview (Goldfinger Brewery) 
7:25-9:25 Downers Grove (Orange and Brew) 
9:31-10:31 Lisle (Nell's Old Time Inn) 
10:31-11:38 Lisle (Evviva) 

       
 

 
 
 

See you there!  Pubmeister Harry 
 
 
 
 
Naturalist Led Bird Hike/Bird Banding Event, Wed., 5/11,  8.30a-? 
 
We will have our own group led by a local Camp Sagawau 
naturalist. This is the time for spring migration, and we have 
the opportunity to learn from our guided hike leader.  Plus, if 
they are banding, we can see birds, in hand and very close up!   
 
If it’s anything like last year, it will be great!  Join us whether 
you are a beginner or veteran -  it’s a wonderful experience.  
Don’t forget your binoculars and cameras!  Sign up on MeetUp 
so we can coordinate our group. For more information, contact 
John O’Sullivan , jfosullivan56@att.net     
 

Sagawau Environmental Learning Center, 12545 W. 111th Street, Lemont. 
 

What you need: 
*Comfortable shoes 
*Train schedule 
*Money! 
*Pub Crawl Attitude 
*Derby, Sombrero or other silly hat  
 



Cantigny Wicked Wine Run, Sat, 5/14, 5:30pm  - Must pre-register! 
Note that entrance fees have changed. $40 early bird ; $60 late (unspecified) date.  
 

5K Run 5:30 pm, 1K Walk 7:00 pm. 
Event ends at 9 pm. 

* 5K Walk/Run through the lovely grounds of 
Cantigny in Wheaton. Includes celebratory 
wine at the finish line, a wine glass and T-shirt. 
* 1K Tasting Walk includes 4 wine tastings 
along the way, a wine glass and a T-shirt. 

 
Note that entrance fees have changed. $40 early bird ; $60 late (unspecified) date.  
The first three M/F across the finish line will win Wicked Wine swag and prizes.  Stay for the 
after-party with food trucks, more great music, more wine! Crazy costumes are encouraged, or 
maybe we wear some PSC swag???  Join the Piccadilly Ski Club Team when you register online 
at wickedwinerun.com.  Look for us at Cantigny. Contact Eileen Murphy for details: 
eileen716@hotmail.com       Cantigny 1S251 Winfield Road, Wheaton 
 
 
Paddle Tampier Lake/Lakeside BYO Picnic, Sat. 5/21, 10am 

 
Tampier Lake,  131st and Wolf Rd,  Orland Park 

 
We had lots of fun last year, so let’s enjoy this again. Bring 
your own boat (no gas motors) or you can rent! Don’t like 
boating? Come out a little later for the picnic with friends. 
 
Parking, launch and rentals are on the south side of 131st just 
west of Wolf Road. Boat rental opens at 9am. Rentals are first 

come first served, but you can reserve up to 24 hours before. To reserve your selection call 708-
830-5194. Single Kayak - $20/hr.; Rowboat, Canoe - $25/hr; Tandem Kayak - $30/hr; Fishing 
Boat with Battery & Trolling Motor (2 hr min) - $25/hr; Plus Pedal boats for rent.  
 
They have a concession stand for food, beverages, and 
fishing bait. Restrooms open when boat rental is open. Be 
there a little before 10am to rent or launch your boat at 
their easy in and out boat ramp. The picnic will follow as 
paddlers finish. We will set up a blue shade tent just west of 
the boat house. Bring your sunhat, sunscreen, picnic chair, 
water, and food, along with a beverage of choice for the 
picnic. This is a fishing lake, so you can also fish from your 
boat or shore. 
 
Because this is a weather permitting event, please sign up on Meetup. It will help track our 
numbers and let me send out updates as the event draws near. For more information see 
Meetup or contact Janice Barwald jbarwald@hotmail.com   - Janice 



Derby Day Party - Saturday, June 11,  6pm 

Derby Day Party Returns at Sandy’s house in Downers Grove! I'll 
dust off the racehorse game, so bring plenty of singles (dollar 
bills that is) to have some fun and win a few bucks!  It’s a group 
dice/betting game with little horses on a racetrack, lots of fun. 

RSVP to me (Sandy) directly via email smliedtke@gmail.com, 
by May 26th. Space is limited to 25, so please RSVP respectfully 
(let me know if your plans change asap, so someone else on the 

wait list can attend). I’ll reply to all Derby guests with my address as we get closer to the event. 

Please feel free to bring a dish to share and if you do intend to do so, please let me know what 
you will bring via email with your RSVP, so we can have a variety. I'll provide some beer and 
wine and tacos with the fixings. Hopefully we can be outside (please bring lawn chairs) as in the 
past, plan B is the garage. Looking forward to a great evening with my friends!!! – Sandy 

 

Fishel Park Concerts - Dancing Queen: ABBA Tribute Band, Tues 6/14, 7pm  
 
Let’s enjoy this summer concert together again! 
Bring your chair and blanket. We’ll be there at 6pm; 
concert runs 7-8:30pm  Bring your own food & 
beverage, however, no outside alcohol allowed. 
Alcoholic drinks can be purchased at the park. We will meet toward the front of the park, on the 
south side, by the vendors adjacent to Grove Street. Fishel Park is located at 1000 Grove St.,  just 
west of Main Street (behind Emmett’s Ale House). Questions? Contact Jen Obrecht: 
obrechtjen@yahoo.com 

 

SWANK NIGHT XII - The First Swank of 2022, Sat. 6/25, 7pm, Oak Brook 
 

SWANK: noun 1.dashing smartness, as in dress or appearance; style. 
Channel your inner Cary Grant or Audrey Hepburn ! 
 
Join us for our 12th PSC Swank Night on Saturday, June 25th. We'll 
rendezvous (7-ish) at The Drake Oak Brook for a stylish night out. 
We’ll settle into the Drake's elegant Polo Lounge to listen and 
dance to the musical performer TBD!  
We'll have a few classic cocktails and hors d'oeuvres, be the coolest 

people in the joint and let the night unfold! Black Tie requested or Cocktail Attire. (Let’s be 
fancy, people!) There is no minimum for holding up the bar, but to sit at a table, expect to order 
a couple of cocktails and an hors d'oeurvre. The Drake Oak Brook is located at 2301 York Road in 
Oak Brook. 

For more info contact Susan or David Valenta 
svalenta@ameritech.net  or  dvalenta@ameritech.net 

 



Fishel Park Concerts  - Serendipity (Pop/Rock, 60s,70s,80s + current)  
Tues, 6/28, 7:00pm  

 
Let’s enjoy this summer concert together again! 
Bring your chair and blanket. We’ll be there at 
6pm; concert runs 7-8:30pm  Bring your own food 
& beverage, however, no outside alcohol allowed. 
Alcoholic drinks can be purchased at the park. We will meet toward the front of the park, on the 
south side, by the vendors adjacent to Grove Street. Fishel Park is located at 1000 Grove St.,  just 
west of Main Street (behind Emmett’s Ale House). Questions? Contact Jen Obrecht: 
obrechtjen@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
Led Zeppelin Tribute Band - Get The LED Out , Fri, 8/19,  6pm/8pm 

 
Calling all Led Zeppelin fans and music lovers – 

this will surely be a ‘stairway to heaven’ good time ! 
Buy discounted tix til end of May! 

 
It wouldn’t be summer in Aurora 
without Get the Led Out at RiverEdge. They are the very 

best Led Zeppelin Tribute band in the country. Plus, Zeppelin lovers pack the Park and make it a 
giant party that everyone talks about for months after. Look, they sound just like Zeppelin. Lead 
singer Paul Sinclair embodies Robert Plant. But don’t wait too long, Get the Led Out has 
sold out RiverEdge months in advance for years, and they will do it again.  Gates open 6pm, 
concert @ 8pm, Tickets $12 til May 31...... Price goes up after that.  TICKETS AVAILABLE 
ONLINE.  Tickets also available at 630-896-6666 or at the Box Office:  23 E Galena Blvd, Aurora, 
IL 60506 – open Monday-Saturday 10-6pm. 
https://events.riveredgeaurora.com/online/seatSelect.asp?createBO::WSmap=1&BOparam::WS
map::loadBestAvailable::performance_ids=4483C3E9-1742-4672-81E3-40AB1F97925C 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Future planning:   

Keep your eyes open for upcoming events: Dinners for 12, Bike Rides, 
Happy Hours, Picnic, Boat Ride and more!  

If you have suggestions for social events, or if there is one you want to host, reach out to 
our new Social Chairs through Jen at obrechtjen@yahoo.com 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 
 

CMSC CORNER  
 

 CMC Ski & Ride magazines are available at the PSC meetings. 
 CMSC General Meetings  -  Typically held on 2nd Tues of each month. 

 
*June 25  -  ABSF Pig Roast fundraising event at Donauschwaben Hall, 625 E Seegar Rd, Des 
Plaines, IL  Reservations are required.  $35/Adult, $15 Child (7-17), Children 6 and under are 
free.  Live music by Bad Penny, pig roast dinner, cash bar, raffles, silent auction, split the pot.  
Doors open at 4:30pm, food served 5:00 – 7:00pm.  Purchase tickets online at www. 
Absf.org/events/pigroast2022  
*August 27  -  CMSC Picnic – Norge Ski Area,  Fox River Grove, IL  Camping will be available on 
Friday 8/26 and Saturday 8/27.  The Olympic qualifying Norge Flyers will be putting on a 
demonstration on Saturday afternoon.  More info to follow. 
*Sept 18 -  CMSC Cubs rooftop baseball game  -  1:20pm Cubs vs. Colorado Rockies. Wrigleyville 
Rooftops, 3639 N. Sheffield.  All-inclusive food and drink.  Unobstructed right field view.  
Outdoor stadium seating on rooftop level, covered bleacher seating on club level.  Rooftop 
opens 1 hour before game (12:20pm), food and beverages begin at same time.  Alcohol served 
thru the 7th inning; food served throughout the game.  Rooftop closes 30 minutes after finish of 
the game.   Contact Mary Kreinbring at MaryCMSC@outlook.com for more info. Limited Tickets 
*Sept 30 – Oct 2 - Windy City Ski and Snowboard Show 2022 at Schaumburg Renaissance 
Center.  *Save the Date*  NOTE:  This show is a week later than previous years 
*Jan 27 – Feb ?? 2023 -  CMSC Europe – Ischgl, Austria with side trip to Berlin or Prague.   More 
info to follow.  Return date in February will depend on a 3- or 4-day side trip and travel times. 
*Feb 25 –Mar 4, 2023 -  CMSC Chicago Week – Mammoth  **Save the Date**   
 
 
 
 

Social Recaps, Ski Stories & Photo Gallery… 
 
Boots, Chaps, and Cowboy Hats! Whoa nelly! 
Our adventurous group of hoofers came out on a Friday 
night to try their hand at line dancing. Saddle Up Saloon 
offers free lessons on the hour and then the opportunity 
to practice what you learned.  Pat Reider caught on to 
the dances quickly, the rest of us…. not so much.  There 
was an 87-year-old gal out on the floor for almost every 
dance, and she put us all to shame.  But most of us wore 
our red plaid, bandanas, and cowboy gear, so at least we 
looked the part.  What a fun and humbling evening. Dare 
we try this again? – Dawn 



 
 
 
 
 

Destination Snowmass - Two dozen Piccadillians 
travelled west March 19 to spring ski A spen-Snowmass. By all 
accounts, it lived up to its legendary status. While PSC 
celebrates 50 years, Aspen celebrates 75 – with tributes to 
legendary visitors posted throughout the resort. Like pioneers 
of yore, we took the Arrow Stage west out of Denver into the 
Rockies. Stopping in Dillon 
for provisions, local resident 
and former PSCer, Brenda A. 

greeted our coach. We played a word game and ‘Who has ever’ 
Q and A to pass the time. We settled into our luxury, ski-in/ski-
out, Dawdler trail side condos. Snowmass is massive and we 
daily explored the many trails, peaks, and glades. From our first 
day mountain lunch centrally located above Elk Camp gondola 
and aprés at the Base Camp, we spread out to explore. 
 
Day two brought with it about five inches of freshies. Skiing to Two Creeks, from the top of 
snowy Cascade run, a hesitant Sandy became jubilant by half way down the fresh powder, with 
Vicki, both arms raised high, grinning widely. Another powder convert. After lunch, I had the 
privilege of Joe S. and Dave B.’s experienced company down hike-to Longshot glade run. We 
capped the day with a beer, wine and cheese reception hosted by our lodge at the well-

appointed social room overlooking heated pool, hot-tubs and deck. 
Still a bit snowy and gray on 
Tuesday, some folks decided to 
browse around Aspen. Though 
gray skies limited contrast, they 
kept the snow nice. We lunched 
at High Alpine, atop the Alpine 
Springs lift; reportedly the best 
soup selection at Snowmass. 
Chilly gray sky and snow 
continued at aprés as we finally 



snagged seats at Venga Venga’s large, outdoor fire pit. 
Holdouts for sunshine were rewarded Wednesday through 
Friday with bluebird skies. PSCer Myra B. came over from 
Aspen to ski Snowmass with us. Conditions were typical spring - 
frozen snow in the morning and soft slopes afternoon. Spring 
weather afforded warm conditions for aprés at the Mall Tower 
Stage to hear bluegrass, jazz, rock outside. The Village Mall was 
a quick downhill walk from the condo while many took the free 

shuttle ‘home’ to Top of the Village.  We pinned three new 
members: Brigid H., John C. and Joy S. at the pizza party 
supper soiree. Traded ski stories include John’s nicked skis –
substitute rentals, cancelled suspect’s lift pass, apology and 
compensation; three issues stepping into bindings: Vicki S. 
and Sandy S. have simultaneous binding trouble – oops, 
swapped identical model skis; Sean S. skied away on one ski 
after an adjustment on the other; Terry T. called out a 
‘stupid #!&@’ chair interloper. A skier injured midweek is 
reportedly on the mend. 

 
As big as Snowmass is, PSC pole flags and skiers could 
invariably be seen schussing to the Village Express, up at High 
Alpine, down the many long, wide blues like Bull Run and my 
favorite Gunner’s View. The Cirque and Powderhorn were 
tracked by our black/double black diamond skiers. The vast 
terrain, luxury slope side condos, plentiful snow, and 
Piccadilly comradery made for a wonderful, fun time had by 
all. – Terry 

 
 
 

 
Picasso Paint & Sip Recap – 14 ambitious, early rising Piccadillians 
showed up in grubby gear for our Paint & Sip adventure, part 2.  You’ll recall 
we enjoyed our Fall event so much, that we thought we’d try another. This 
time on a Saturday morn.  We all met at the Strauch Art 
School in Elmhurst, owned by former PSC gal pal Marie 
Strauch.  She expertly guided and encouraged us to create 
our most masterful no-fail impressionistic floral painting.  

Even the most artistically challenged (Dawn)  attendees summoned the 
skills to produce beautiful work! Most of us kept the paint on the canvas, 

however, Sandi decided to wear some of it 
home! Four new attendees, Kristine, Michael, 
Lorna and Linda found us on MeetUp for this event, and vow to 
return for more funtivities with PSC.  Ted R, living in the 
neighborhood, decided to pop on over to visit with us and take some 
pics. Thx Ted. And, to cap it off, we had coffee, juice and bagels 
provided by PSC. What a fun way to start the day!  - Dawn   



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spring Fling Schweitzer –  Recap   30 people (12 from 
Piccadilly) representing 7 different ski clubs from CMSC 
descended upon Schweitzer March 30 – April 4.  I knew it was a 
good group of people when several people were already at the 
airport before I arrived, and everyone was accounted for well 
before our departure time.  The first leg of our flight was 
scheduled to depart at 7:10am to Seattle but departed about 25 
minutes late due to a minor problem with checking people in 
when boarding the plane, but we still arrived in plenty of time to 
make our connection to Spokane since we had about a 2-hour 
layover in Seattle.  We caught our connection from Seattle to 
Spokane and arrived in Spokane just about on time.  I was 
impressed that Alaska Air announced they had a baggage policy 
that if your baggage wasn’t at the baggage claim within 20 
minutes of arriving at the gate, you would get complimentary air 

mileage or a discount on a future flight, and our luggage was at the baggage claim on time, and 
no one had any lost baggage.  Our bus was waiting right outside the baggage claim and we were 
on our way to Schweitzer.  We made a grocery/booze stop in Ponderay, Idaho and arrived at 
Schweitzer about 4:15pm. 
 
While we checked in, porters schlepped our bags from the bus to our rooms, a pleasant surprise 
since it was a little uphill and it just started snowing!  We had a little bit of time before we had 
to meet for our “Welcome Reception”.  Aside from the usual distribution of lift tickets, trail 
maps and other valuable information about the mountain and village area from the 
representatives of Schweitzer, everyone received their custom made CMSC/Schweitzer Spring 
Fling 2022 sweatshirts that I had made and shipped out to Schweitzer.  Also, at the welcome 
reception we had a fantastic “potato bar”.  Yes, we were in Idaho, and they grow potatoes in 
Idaho!  These things were huge!  They had an assortment of toppings for the potatoes which 
included bacon bits, cheese, butter, sour cream, some veggies and even chili.  They threw in a 
couple drink coupons for some beer/wine/pop during the reception, some brownies for desert 



and, for most people, after a long day of traveling, 
this was dinner and most everyone called it an early 
night.  Some of us did manage about a 2–3-minute 
walk to Pucci’s Pub, where the locals hang out, for a 
couple drinks before calling it a night. 
 
Thursday (March 31) morning was a little cloudy and 
chilly (upper 20’s) and we did have 1-2” of fresh 

snow from Wednesday night.  The minor problem was that Wednesday was a little warm and 
the fresh snow just covered up a little ice that formed overnight.  But that mostly softened up by 
10:30ish and the skiing was nice.  Many met at the Clock Tower in the center of the village at 
8:45am for a Mountain Tour.  They split us into two groups, and we were off at 9:00am when 
the lifts opened.  The Mountain Guides not only showed us how to get around the mountain but 
were very informative with mountain and resort information along the way.  The guide for the 
group I was in was actually Tom Chasse, President and CEO of Schweitzer!  You know you are at 
a smaller, very hands-on resort when the President and CEO also wears a mountain guide hat!!  
After a great day of skiing, most of us headed back over to Pucci’s Pub 
for some Après skiing before we went back to the Selkirk Lodge (our 
hotel) for the 3 outdoor hot tubs and the outdoor swimming pool.  
This is where the Piccadilly Shot Ski made its first appearance of the 
trip and the shenanigans began! 
 
Friday (April 1) was a blue bird day although a little windy.  I cannot tell 
you how the skiing was at Schweitzer that day cuz I was one of the 10 
people who took a side trip to 49° North, a smaller local ski area in 
Chewelah, Washington that was about a 1½ hour ride away.  49° North 
was a great little area with over 2300 skiable acres, 1,850’ of vertical, 
and a balanced variety of green, blue and black runs.  There were no 
lift lines for the most part, in fact, for many runs, it seemed like we 
were the only people on the run!  It was a feather in our caps for a 
place we would probably never have got to ski had we not been at 
Schweitzer.  Joey Flores (a former Piccadillian who meets PSC on 

Western trips – most recently, Revelstoke) came out from Spokane and 
met us at 49° North.  I’ve never been to 49° North before, never looked 
at a trail map while I was there, just followed Joey and we covered the 
entire mountain like I had my own private mountain guide, It was great!!  
After lunch, Joey, Kevin Meiner and I managed to hike up Quartzite 
Ridge to get to the top of Angel Peak (Angel Peak lift was not running 
that day) and found some virgin snow that nobody else had yet skied 
that day.  This is a clue to a “Where in the World is Piccadilly pic”!! 
 
 
Upon returning to Schweitzer at about 5:30pm, I could hear some ruckus 

coming from one of the hotel rooms and it was our Spring Flingers who skied Schweitzer having 
a party.  The Shot Ski made another appearance as everyone talked about their experiences 
skiing that day.  There must have been about 20 people in this room as it was crowded.  The 
noise level rose proportionally as the drinks continued into the evening.  The evening however, 
fizzled out after hotel management showed up (but no police!) and asked to keep the noise 



down!  (Edit: Mike R wants you all to know he was not 
present.) That was about 8:30pm and most people agreed 
that it was time for some dinner and sleep.  The great thing 
about this gathering was that people, most of whom never 
met each other before cuz they were from different ski clubs, 
were having a great time, getting to know each other and just 
talking about skiing! 
 
Saturday (April 2) was a great day for some sketchy skiing!!  It 

was great cuz we got 5-6” of snow overnight and throughout the day.  Additionally, the temps 
didn’t get cold enough to really freeze things overnight it wasn’t icy early in the morning.  It was 
sketchy cuz it was cloudy with very poor visibility.  Both Joey and Mare Flores met us at 
Schweitzer to ski Saturday and Sunday.  Some people didn’t even want to go out and ski cuz of 
the conditions and those people were able to show their unused lift ticket at the Activity Center 
and they were given a $55 gift card to spend at any restaurant, bar or store owned by 
Schweitzer on the mountain or in the village area.  This 
was a very kind and unexpected gesture on the part of 
Schweitzer that they did just for our group.  For those of 
us who did ski, despite the struggle with limited visibility 
most of the day, there were times when the clouds 
moved out, visibility was fine and that meant skiing was 
fantastic!  Regardless of whether you skied or not, Après 
skiing was at Taps Bar where there was live music and 
NCAA basketball to watch.  Afterwards, dinner, a little 
hot tub time and that was all they wrote! 
 
 
 
Sunday (April 3) was our final day of skiing.  A partly cloudy day with temps in the low 40’s 
meant a day of skiing in some soft snow.  Because of the conditions and lack of skiers on the 
mountain the previous day, we could still find fresh tracks in the snow from Saturday.  A kid’s ski 
racing event made things more crowded than the previous days, but even these “crowded” 
conditions only meant waiting in a lift line for a few minutes!  After a great day of skiing, we had  

a really nice group dinner of Lasagna, garlic bread, 
salad along with beer/wine/pop and a really tasty 
salted caramel ice cream for dessert.  After dinner 
we had a small “get rid of your leftovers” party while 
everyone started to pack and get ready for a long day 
of traveling the next day.  
Monday (April 4) – Unfortunately it was time to head 
home.  Unfortunate cuz Schweitzer got 8” of snow 
Sunday night and throughout the day on Monday!  
Our bags were packed and left in the hallway at 
8:45am for the porters to schlep out to our bus.  
Since our bus didn’t leave until 10am, we weren’t 

rushed in the morning.  Many had time to go out for breakfast or do some last-minute shopping 
before getting on the bus.  Because of all the fresh snow, it was a little scary heading down the 
mountain on all the switchbacks but about halfway down the snow turned into rain and 



everything was fine.  We arrived at the Spokane airport 
about 12:00 noon for our 2:05pm flight to Seattle which 
gave us plenty of time to get thru security and relax at the 
airport.  We caught our connecting flight from Seattle to 
Chicago and arrived back in Chicago about midnight and 
sadly our trip was over. 
 
Schweitzer was a great area.  The village area was small, 
but in a good way.  Everything was within a 2 – 3-minute 
walk from our hotel, all the restaurants, bars, stores, ski rentals, even the lifts.  The Selkirk Lodge 

was ski in/ski out.  There were basically no lift lines, typically 
ski up to a chair and there might be two or three chairs of 
people waiting.  They had a great variety of blue and black 
skiing.  Of the 2900 acres of skiing available, about 1600 of 
that is glade skiing!  But they offer a wide variety of glade 
skiing from wide spacing between the trees that any 
intermediate skier could handle to glades that are packed 
like toothpicks.  They also offered a good variety of bump 
runs along with groomed runs.  If you missed this trip, you 
missed a great trip and I would strongly recommend you get 

out to Schweitzer at some time.  You will not be disappointed!! Trip Daddy, Fling King, Kevin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
50TH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET RECAP - When PSC throws a 
party - we throw a PARTY!  On April 9th we had our annual end of the 
season PSC Banquet at Chuck's Chateau Orleans in Darien.  It has 
been 3 years since our last banquet because of the Covid lockdowns 
and restrictions in the Spring of 2020 and 2021, and we came ready 
to celebrate.  It was not just any celebration - this year we celebrated 
our 50th anniversary!  Everyone was excited to be out and partying 

with friends, and the staff at 
Chuck's was excited to have us 
there.   
 
Some people arrived a little early, before the official start 
at 6:00 PM.  When they went to the bar to ask whether 
they could get a drink,  or would have to wait until the 
official start time, the bartenders said "it's a cash bar and 
we'll be here all night - what would you like?"  
 



I was talking with the staff as people were leaving at 11:00 PM, 
and they all said the same thing - "you guys know how to party, 
it was great to see everyone having such a good time, out on 
the dance floor, mingling with each other".    
 

I have to express my gratitude to those who 
helped make this such a fun night - Ted for 
his moving tribute; (see poem below) and 
our Historian Larry,  for curating the pictures and videos playing on the 3 
laptops around the room, as well as a photo 
presentation for the Lifetime Contribution Award 
given to Hillar "Chewy" Akk, plus the wedding 

album Larry was able to put together;  Eileen for her assistance with 
the table centerpieces; and equally important - to all of you for being 
(and staying) active in PSC, even through the last 2 years of dealing 
with the global pandemic, and for coming out for our 
celebration.  Without all of you - there would be no PSC!  - Julian - 
your ex-Veep  (Edit: Great Party Julian!!!)  
 

Banquet Addendum. In addition, we celebrated 
the usual changing of the guard… out with the 
old Board and in with the new – although many 
Board members rolled over to the new Board, we 
welcomed Paul Fuka as our new Pres!  Our 
outgoing Trip Chairs, Walt & Dean thanked the 
trip leaders for their service, and handed out fun 
awards to several folks in Oscar Style Fashion, 
see winners below.   Speaking of Oscars….Mike 
Roche took offence at something and got up to  
slap Walt – ala Chris Rock and Will Smith.  Most 
folks got the joke, and a few actually thought it  

was funny.   
   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Piccadilly Oscars 2022  
Despite the pandemic we had a bang-up ski season this year and, to celebrate Piccadilly’s 50th anniversary, 
we are doing our very own Piccadilly Oscars! Our first Oscar category is: 
 
Most Piccadilly ski trips attended in the past 5 years 
The nominees are: *Dennis Starr, *Orange Bob, *Sean Snow, *Terry Turlek  
The winner is: Dennis Starr 
 
Next up is the Florence Nightingale Award 
The nominees are:  
*Dawn Roche for keeping an eye on little Sandi and dragging her to the local bar in a wheelchair 
*Jim Harmon for taking care of Diana when she messed up her knee right after she bought new boots. 
*Yours truly (Walt) for looking out for Cheri when some random dude messed up her knee in Steamboat 
*Sandy Liedtke for helping her roommates (little Sandi in Kicking Horse and Cheri Tanner in Steamboat).  
The winner is: Tall Sandy  
 
Up next, we have the broken bone award: 
The nominees are:  
*Diana Harmon (knee injury – shouldn’t have bought those boots) 
*Cheri Tanner (knee injury – the guy that tried to sit on her lap wasn’t even hot) 
*Sandi Siakel (She tried to convince her doctor there was nothing wrong  with her. No luck with that 

though as x-rays confirmed she had a fractured Tibia). 
*Orange Bob (he got run over by a little French girl and messed up his thumb)  
The winner is: Little Sandi 
 
Next up is: Most determined Traveler award 
The nominees are:  
*Julian Franklin who missed his plane because of a CTA construction project (a cab from O’Hare to 
Midway cost him better than 70 bucks) 
*Orange Bob who couldn’t find Canada on a map if his life depended on it (He missed the plane because 
he got the wrong Covid shot – his cab fare was $500 and some dollars) 
*Larry Himmelblau who is the only guy to pay for three seats on a bus yet drive to Pine Mt on his own. 
The winner is: Orange Bob  
 
Next up: Lift drama award 
I am told that skiing is a dangerous sport but getting hurt going UP the 
mountain seems ridiculous. 
The nominees are:  
*Cheri Tanner who was pushed out of the chair by a total stranger 
*Terry Turlek who called somebody a stupid A….. for the same reason 
*Cheryl Skurkis concluded that, even in the UP, 5 people on a quad was 
one too many 
*Kris Foster whose foot got stuck in a gondola door 
The winner is: Kris Foster 
 
Up next: Most improved skier: 
The nominees are:  
*Sandy Liedtke First she skied green, then blue, now black. Dare I ask what’s next? 
*Julian Franklin  He has finally managed to ski faster than me (Walt) 
*Terry Turlek Just like a Timex – she takes a licking and keeps on ticking 
The winner is: Terry Turlek 



Ride the Bus 
 
I remember back on the glory years 
When we had drank so many beers 
When we would gather, all of us 
With anticipation just, to ride the bus 
From Mystery trips where you have no clue 
To ones you’d prep cool things to do  
When Banzai trips were something grand 
Where Phoenix trips made their last stand 
We did so many trips back then 
We put our hearts and souls in them 
The plans we made were quite robust 
All that just, to ride the bus 
But in reflection, there’s message gleaming 
To ride the bus, has deeper meaning 
For each of us we ride the bus 
It is the same for all of us 
The bus rolls on, down life’s road  
And life goes by, outside the windows 
We see today, we see the past 
We hope each day, won’t be our last   
There’s so many things, still left to try 
When you realize how quickly, life goes by 
And now and then a stop will come 
One that leaves our spirits numb  
Where one of us, we find gets off 
And we take it as a heartfelt loss 
 
 

 
 
 

An apple falls off, our family tree  
Like our friend Rich, like our friend Chewy 
Sometimes there are no words to say 
For all those lost, along the way 
I say it with poetic justice 
They may have been the best among us 
Though we say goodbye, to our departed friends 
I feel adventures, still await them 
But we don’t have to sit and wait 
As many more stops, we have to make 
It really is all up to us 
As we sit and ride the bus 
It’s time for us to take their place 
To make the world a better place 
To make the most of every day 
In every single word you say 
By seeing more than you can see 
By being more than you can be 
Awake inside you the creator 
Be so much more, so much greater 
We can choose if we desire  
To do the things that can inspire 
Do all those things that you’ve been dreaming 
That will give your life a deeper meaning 
Where each of you, can play a part 
And there’s no better time, than now, to start. 

T. Rourk ©4/9/22 

 



 
 
 
 

HAPPY 
SPRINGTIME! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

www.piccadillyskiclub.com 

Facebook at: http://www.facebook.com 

Meetup at: http://www.meetup.com/Piccadilly-Ski-Social-Club/ 

Send all articles/photos for next 
newsletter to Dawn Roche. 

Deadlines: 20th of month prior 
Rockaroche3@gmail.com 

PSC  2022 – 2023  
Board & Appointed Positions 

 
President:  Paul Fuka 
Vice President: Sandy Liedtke 
Secretary:  David Valenta 
Treasurer:  John Schuurman 
Trip Chair:  Julian Franklin 
Asst. Trip Chair: Jackie Dudek 
Membrshp/Historian: Larry Himmelblau  
Co-Social:  Jen Obrecht 
Co-Social:   John O’Sullivan 
Publicity:  Dawn Roche 
Webmaster:  Pam Rockey 
Sgt @ Arms/CMSC Kevin Conlon 
Ski Meister:  Donna Prenta  
 

Contact Us: 
comeskiwithus@piccadillyskiclub.com 

P.O. Box 207, Downers Grove, IL 60515 
 

             


