
 
 
  
 

 
 
Next Meetings:  
Thurs, Feb 2, 7pm  
Thurs, Feb 16, 7pm 
NEW: Miller’s Ale House | 455 Butterfield Rd |Lombard  
Email: ComeSkiWithUs@piccadillyskiclub.com 
 
 

President’s Message  
 
Hello everyone!  Welcome to the best time of the year – prime ski season.      Even as 
we reminisce about our first two trips, we’re on the verge of several more.  I can’t wait! 
 
Our first trip to Crested Butte was outstanding.  The skiing conditions were excellent, as 
were the good times had by all.  We capped off our trip with a Mike & Dawn Roche Nail 
Soup party – a truly enjoyable time.  Kudos to emperor Zod and Lovely Assistant for a 
well-run trip, right down to the awesome snow you ordered. 
 
Unfortunately, I couldn’t attend the 1-day Mystery trip to Tyrol Basin in Mount 
Horeb.  However, judging from the pictures and reports it too was a great time.  Thank 
you Eileen Murphy-Amlee for running this trip!  Did anyone visit the Mount Horeb 
Mustard Museum?    
 
There’s no denying it my fellow Piccadilly shooshers.  We’re in the heart of ski season 
and February is an action-packed month.  We have Chestnut Mountain 2/3 – 2/5, South 
Lake Tahoe 2/11 – 2/18, and CMSC Chicago Week in Mammoth 2/25 – 3/4.  Hopefully 
you’ll enjoy some of these excellent trips.  See you all out there!   
 
---el Presidente--- 
         ---Paul F--- 
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BREAKING ELECTION NEWS… 
 
The Nominating Committee has nominated the following people for 
the elected offices for the 2023-2024 season that starts April 1st. 

  President:   Paul Fuka    Vice-President:  Sandy Liedtke 

  Secretary:    Nancy Goins           Treasurer:   John Schuurman 

Nominations from the floor can still be made at any February meeting and at the March 
2nd election meeting.  However, only those nominated on or before the February 16th meeting 
will be printed on the ballot.  If you are interested in running for one of these offices, please let 
your friends know so that you can be nominated (and be present to accept the nomination). 
Individuals with a current membership can vote at the election. The election will be concluded 
with the ballot count at the March 2nd meeting.  A big thank you to the Nominating Committee 
for all their hard work: Terry Turlek, Committee Chair;  Larry Himmelblau; Lynn Consdorf; 
John O’Sullivan and Ted Rourk. 
 
 
 

UPDATE YOUR CARDS!   
Share Piccadilly with your friends  
and keep our club growing strong!   
 
Toss out the old ones with old info, and grab new business 
cards for the wallet or purse.  The new cards have Miller’s 
Ale House on them, and our 7pm meeting time. Carry them 
with you, and hand them out to prospective members….  
An easy way to invite a friend to check us out! 
 
 
 
 
 

Where in the World is Piccadilly? 
 
Let’s find out! As you travel to near and far places, bring along some 
PSC logo gear and take a photo of you with that swag (neck wallet, 
jacket, facemask, business card, pin, bandana, shirt, coat, vest, 
backpack, koozie etc.) Be sure to show the PSC logo in the photo, and 
you of course, along with your travel location as your backdrop, and 
email it to me, subject line: Where in the world… and I’ll publish it.  It 
does NOT have to be across the world, but it would be fun if it was, and hopefully somewhere 
identifiable. Or, we’ll have fun guessing.  



 
Left: Piccadilly Business Card went to 
the Travel & Adventure Show to get 
inspired with Mike & Dawn R. 

 
Right:  

Piccadilly Pin tipped one back with 
Sandra A. at a restaurant in Iceland! 

 
 

 
 
 
Left: Piccadilly Hat turned trolls into 
stones with Scott S. and Juan A. in 
Iceland as well. Did you guys plan this 
together??? 
 
Right: Piccadilly Business 
Card relaxing poolside in 
Winter Haven, FL with 
Duane A., Eileen A. and 
Ron S. (Where’s Sharon?)  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Left: Piccadilly Business Card cheered on its favorite ice skaters 
at the National Championships in San Jose with Patty N. and 
Jackie D. 
 
 
 

Take Piccadilly Swag  
on your next adventure! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



IT’S TIME TO CREATE YOUR MeetUp ACCOUNT! 
 

If you haven’t created a MeetUp account by now, let me ‘drive you 
to the train station’!  Increasingly, we are using this convenient 
tool to communicate with you for our social events. This includes 
where to gather, pre-and post-activities, and last-minute changes 

on events. Please help our Event Hosts reach you for notification, and help them know who to 
look for so we can all be together!  In addition, we use MeetUp to give a meeting headcount so 
Miller’s, can assign proper staffing, and finally, we can attract more Meet-Up Members which 
may translate to new Piccadilly memberships keeping our club thriving.   www.meetup.com    As 
you can see, there are many good reasons to use MeetUp, so if you have not already done so, 
please create your account today! Thanks, Your Board 
 
 
 
 

Social at-a-Glance  
(Details below in the newsletter) 
Do you have suggestions for future events, or want to host one? Contact Jen at obrechtjen@yahoo.com 
 
 
 Wed, 2/1 – 9am Virtual Fitness Class via Zoom.  Links below. 
 Thurs, 2/2 - 7pm - General Mtg, Miller’s Ale House, RSVP on MeetUp for Headcount 

Valentines History Trivia Quiz Night 
 Sat/Sun, 2/11, 12 – Norge Ski Jump Event.  RESCHEDULED FROM 1/28 & 29. 
 Sat, 2/11 - 10am, Winter Hike, Starved Rock State Park.  Call to reserve your spot 
 Thurs, 2/16 - 7pm - General Mtg, Miller’s Ale House, RSVP on MeetUp for Headcount 
 
 Thurs, 3/2 - 7pm - General Mtg, Miller’s Ale House, RSVP on MeetUp for Headcount 
 Sat , 3/11 – 10am – 1pm, Curling  Waltham Curling Club just north of Utica 
 Thurs, 3/16 - 7pm - General Mtg, Miller’s Ale House, RSVP on MeetUp for Headcount 
 
 Sat,  4/15 – 6pm, Annual Banquet. Chucks Chateau Orleans in Darien 
 Sat 4/22 – Slot Car Racing – Mark your calendars 

 
 Wed – Sat, 6/14-6/17  - Bluegrass Festival. Camping & Music & More 
 
Watch for these Winter Pop-Up Events: 
 Show & Go Hikers 
 Snowshoeing/XCountry Skiing 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PSC Favorite Ski Stories & Pix 
 

SKIING IN THE CLOUDS   
Hello PSC!!  We are well into the 2023 ski season and there is a lot of 
skiing coming.  While we recover from trips and prep for more it is always 
fun to look back at the wild and wonderful trips from the past. Back in the 
mid-90s a large group of Piccadillians ventured off to Verbier Switzerland.  
For many of us it was our first ski trip to Europe.  The ski area was so high 
we were looking down on other mountains.  We would often ski down to 
a ridge and only see clouds below us.  It was a little intimidating. (see 
photo)  Later in the week many of us discovered that you can ski thru the 
clouds.  It’s called Parapenting.  You ski up to a ridge.  Your guide helps 
you into a harness. He clips you to his harness and stands behind you with 

his skis outside of yours. He says (sounding like Walt) “Just shuffle up past the ridge and ski 
straight down. Don’t Turn.” As you pick up speed the wing that was on the snow behind you 
catches the air and now it is almost above you. AND THEN IT HAPPENS.  Lift overcomes drag and 
you feel the tug on your harness as your skis loose contact with the snow.  You are FLYING!!    
It was AWSOME!  We fly around and down the mountain. We flew over the top of our condo 
building and kept going. We flew in squadrons of 3 or 4 yelling to each other.  We flew down to 
Val de Bagnes (I think) the town below, and land gracefully skiing to a standing stop.  I don’t 
recall if we stopped for a liter before taking the LeChable gondola back up to Verbier, but I will 
never forget the big grins on our faces after that unforgettable experience. (Tell me your favorite 
story and I will share it here. I can keep your secret if it was incriminating. The never-ending story 
continues.) 

  

 
 
 
 
Send us your stories.    Cheers, 
Larry Himmelblau – Historian 
 
 



Trips  
 

 
Trip Giveaways are back!  Our PSC Board is happy to 
announce that we are giving PSC branded gogglesocs to everyone 
who goes on a ski trip.  We have 2 different designs, and it is up to 
the Trip Leader to determine who gets which one - so try not to 
bribe your Trip Leader for a specific 

one.  Instead, feel free to trade with others to get the design you 
wish. Sadly, there is a limit of 2 gogglesocs per person for the entire 
season. So anyone with 3 heads is out of luck.  Thank you for 
respecting the limit. - Julian - aka Trip Whisperer 
 

 
Fall Foliage Cruise  
FALL FOLIAGE CRUISE  9/17- 9/24/23      
$1625pp + air (estimated + $ 350) 
Trip leader: Sandy Liedtke smliedtke@gmail.com         
Cell: 630-390-5962 
 
Set sail with Piccadilly on the exciting Norwegian Escape for 7 
nights to New England & Canada from New York.  You will 
enjoy a spacious balcony cabin, complimentary dining 

options, 2 specialty dinners, unlimited open bar, $ 25 credit 
toward excursions at each of the 5 ports, $ 50 on-board credit, 
150-minute internet package and ground transfers to and from 
the port.  You will get to see high quality singing and dancing 
shows in the main theater, comedy in the show lounge, and 
much more. 
 
If that’s not enough, you can add a one-to-three-night ($ 230 pp/dbl. occupancy for one-night, 
additional nights discounted) pre-cruise option to go sightseeing on your own in New York City!  
The newly renovated New York Marriott Marquis in Times Square is the perfect location to catch 
a Broadway Show, visit various museums and much more.  Don’t miss this unique opportunity at 
a great value!  

 
 

 
Warm Weather Trip – Stay tuned as our Trip Chairs, Trip 
Committee and PSC Board craft another winner!  They are hard 
at work to find the most interesting, fun and affordable 
opportunities for you! Info to come … 

 



Trip Name Trip Dates Full  
Pricing** 

Status Contact Info 

Chestnut Mt,  IL 2/3-2/5/23 $ 429*  Waitlisted Susan Valenta 
svalenta@ameritech.net  

South Lake Tahoe, CA 2/11-2/18/23 $1520* Waitlisted Dean Foster 
dwfoster1441@gmail.com 

CMSC Mammoth, CA 2/25-3/4/23 $2449 Open – 1 male Lynn Consdorf 
lmdraft@comcast.net  

Jackson Hole, WY 3/18-3/25/23 $2015 Waitlisted Terry Turlek 
turlekt@gmail.com 

Fall Foliage Cruise 9/17-9/24/23 $1625*** Open Sandy Liedtke 
smliedtke@gmail.com 

*Lift tickets not included.   |  ** ‘ Full Pricing’ reflects after early bird discounts expire.   |   ***Air not included 

 
 
 
Trip Payments Due this month* 
 
2/2 
Fall Cruise $300 
 
 
*Payments to our vendors are due earlier each year, so we need your help! Please turn in your checks promptly, during 
meetings at Emmett’s,  or mail to P.O. Box 207,  Downers Grove, IL 60515. All checks are made out to Piccadilly Ski 
Club; please note in the memo section which trip to apply payment.  Thank you.      -Julian & Jackie      
 
 
        

Social Details 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We are really enjoying our new meeting place! Check it out!   
 Great service 
 Great food   
 Prime Rib specials on Thursdays!  
 Plenty of Parking! 
 
Miller’s Ale House, 455 Butterfield Road, Lombard – across 
from Yorktown.  
 
Please RSVP on MeetUp so we have a headcount to provide to Miller’s for proper staffing. 
 
 
 



Get in Ski Shape!   Virtual Ski Conditioning Workout,  Wed, 2/1  9am          
  

Come join this ski workout via Zoom from the comfort of your own 
home. This 1-hour virtual class is designed with the skier in mind – 
encompassing  cardio, strength, core and balance exercises for a 
total ski conditioning workout. All fitness levels are welcome. Your 
instructor Dawn,  with 39+ years’ experience, will guide you and 
offer up ways to tailor the class to your level, so there’s something 
for everyone!  Equipment needed: workout 
space (@  5’ x 6’), floor mat or rug, set of lite 

to medium weights, gym shoes, water bottle and a sense of humor.  No 
RSVP needed. Just jump in the class! Join Zoom Classes 5 min early to 
resolve any tech issues. Links below, and will be sent out again on the 
morning of class. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 5 min early to resolve any tech issues 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86956532837?pwd=K1FNNFNCOVYrbVVCcjZ5SThXY3haZz09 
Meeting ID: 869 5653 2837 | Passcode: 607797 
 
 
 
 Guided Starved Rock Winter Nature Hike  Sat., 2/11,  10am-2pm  
 

Spots Filling Fast!  Join us for a 3-mile hike through the St Peter 
Sandstone Formations and falls of Starved Rock. Our naturalist 
guide will lead the hike and share information about the area, 
history, canyons, river and more. Depending on conditions, we 
could see the beauty of the frozen waterfalls and ice over the 
river. Eagles are known to congregate at Plum Island along the 
Illinois River’s open pockets of waters near the Starved Rock 

Lock and Dam. How great would it be if we observed an eagle swooping toward the water and 
clutching a fish! We’ll meet in the Main Lodge at 9:45am. The hike begins at 10am sharp. The 
hike fee is $18 for the guide and includes: Starved Rock swag, some treats, and a coupon for 
coffee or hot cocoa from the café. Those interested can enjoy lunch at 
the onsite Backdoor Lounge after the hike.  
 
Make sure you are prepared for the hike and dress accordingly.  
Secure your spot by calling the lodge (815-220-7386) and paying the 
$18 fee. Please email me so I know to expect you there 
(jfosullivan56@att.net). We can see about getting another guide if we 
get more than 20 hikers.  Please note that spots are filling up, and 
reservations are registered only when payment is made. So, if you 
have signed up on meetup make sure your payment has been 
registered. Let me know by email when you have paid. Looking forward to seeing you on the 
trail!  - John O      jfosullivan56@att.net  



Rock & Roll Curling, Waltham Curling Club, 
Utica, Sat., 3/11, 10am – 1pm 
 

ROCK, ROLL, LET IT GO send a 40 lb. stone sliding down the 
ice, as your teammates sweep the ice to bring it closer to the 

bullseye.  We rocked Waltham years back and  
want to take aim again! 

 
Piccadilly will have the arena/viewing gallery/ bar SATURDAY,  March 11th with Ice time from 10:00-
1:00 pm at the Waltham Curling Club just north of Utica. We have room for 16 so sign up early. 
Cost  $25.00/person  -- must bring clean tennis shoes (do not wear them in as they have a gravel 
parking lot and need to keep the ice clean).  They have cubby holes to put your street shoes in.   
Wear sweaters/ turtleneck/ polar fleece vest/ sweatpants so you can easily move around and bring 
your bike helmet.  Those that have knee or back problems can use a shuffleboard pole to slide your 
stone while standing up.  We can bring in our own snacks and they sell pop & beer (they keep the 
kegs cold out on the ice and just bring one in when it’s time to tap).  Please call or e-mail Cheryl 
Skurkis if you want to try this fun sport my cell 630-808-3048 or BCSKIIES@aol.com     
 
Directions:  take I-55 south  to I-80 west.   Exit 81 north. Go 7 miles (Highway 178)  the road curves 
as you enter the town of Triumph.   Turn right at E. 758th  Street  (there is a green Waltham Curling 
Sign) drive up to the silos and turn right it is the white building.  Plan on an 1-1/2 from Home Run 
Inn for driving time. 
 
Annual Banquet, Saturday, April 15, 6:00pm 

  

Add some “WILD” attire to your 
formal wear, maybe a sexy 
animal print top or a ferocious 

tiger tie?  How about a sleek fancy cougar dress for our evening of cocktails, dining, dancing, and 
fun at our Annual Banquet!  This year our event will be held at Chuck's 
Chateau Orleans, 8025 S. Cass Ave, Darien.  The cost is $60 for members 
and $65 for non-members. Note: After March 16th, the price will be $65 for 
all, so get your RSVP returned early! Cash bar will start at 6:00pm, dinner 
with wine on the table at 7:00, dancing with cash bar 8:30 to 10:30.  Watch 
for your invite to come in the mail. Friends & Guests are always welcome!!! 

Please be sure that your USPS mailing address is 
accurate to receive your invitation coming out 
soon.  

Since people haven’t been utilizing banquet night 
hotel rooms lately, there is not a block of rooms 
reserved.  If you are interested in a hotel room, I can give you names of 
ones nearby.  

Get ready for an evening of fun. It's one of the highlights of our season. 
Hope to see you there.    - Sandy, VP 



Slot Car Racing,  Chicagoland Raceway, Sat., April 22  
 
Come on out for 2 hours of slot car racing on an 8-lane track.  
For this new PSC event,  the cost is $10 and there is plenty of 
room for 16 race car drivers. More information to come on 
the time and how to sign up. Mark your calendars! 

Chicagoland Raceway 
17 West Ogden Ave.,  Westmont 

 

Bean Blossom Bluegrass Festival, Indiana, Wed – Sat, June 14-17   
 

Mark your calendars for a unique event in Brown 
County, Indiana, about an hour south of Indianapolis. 
Looks like  some strumming and picking is in the works 
at this camping music festival on June 14-17th.  
The Bill Monroe Bluegrass Festival is one of the 
longest running ones in the country. This annual event 
is held in beautiful Brown County, Indiana, at the 

historic Bill Monroe Music Park & Campground.  The event will include bluegrass music, jams 
around the campground and on stage, workshops and the traditional free Bean Dinner – a true 
highlight of the festival.  Stay tuned for more info! 
         Bean Blossom Bluegrass Festival | Morgantown IN   
  
  
 

POP-UP WINTER EVENTS: 
 
Show and Go Hiking Winter 2023 
 
Calling all hikers/walkers who want to keep those ski legs in shape 
with some outdoor activity. A couple of your ski club friends plan 
to host pop-up outdoor hiking adventures. Days, times, and 
distances will vary depending on weather conditions. Typically, it 
will be a weekday mid-late morning timeframe. “Show and Go” 
events require no commitment. If you are on our email list, you 
will get the information a day or 2 before to announce hike location and time. It will be up to 
you if you would like to attend. We will use the email list from last year’s hikers for the first 

event. Let us know if you would like to be removed from the list, 
or if your email has changed. So, watch for more winter 
hiking events coming to your inbox soon! Your organizers are 
Janice Barwald and Dar Meller. To get on the email list, please 
send your email address to Janice Barwald at 
jbarwald@hotmail.com. We hope to see you out there. 
 -  Janice and Dar 

 



Snowshoeing/Cross Country Skiing—When The Snow Gods Smile 
 

As in years past, Cheryl Skurkis will maintain a list 
of those who would like to be notified when 
conditions are conducive to snowshoeing or cross-
country skiing.   
 
Please email her at BCSKIIES@aol.com to be added 
to the list.  Be sure to let her know if you have your 
own equipment or need to rent. 4 venues plan to 
open when there’s enough snow.  Details: 

 
 Blackwell Forest Preserve, Warrenville,  630-933-7200:  Need  a 3” base and they will only 

rent snowshoes when Mt. Hoy (the sledding hill) is open, Saturdays and Sundays.  Cost is 
$10 for 2 hours or $15 all day. 

 Fullersburg Woods, Hinsdale, 630-850-8110:  Need a 3” base to rent snowshoes.  Cost is 
$10 for 2 hours, $15 all day.  

 Arrowhead Golf Course, Wheaton, 630-653-5800:  Need a 6” base and you must call to 
reserve cross country ski equipment in advance, $25 

 Camp Sagawau, Lemont, 630-257-2045:  Need a 4” base.  Bathrooms are open; you 
must bring your own drinking water.  Cross country ski rental is $15. 

 
 

CMSC CORNER  
 
CMSC Event Schedule 
 CMSC Ski & Ride magazines are available at the PSC meetings. 

 CMSC General Meetings  -  Typically held on 2nd Tuesday of each month at Sawa’s Old 
Warsaw, 9200 W. Cermak Rd., Broadview, IL  

 SEWASP (Southeast Wisconsin Adaptive Ski Program) is looking forward to the 
upcoming season.  SEWASP conducts both adaptive ski lessons and adaptive 
snowboarding lessons.  Lessons will be held on Thursday nights at Alpine Valley starting 
at 6:30pm from January 5 to March 9, weather permitting.  If you know anyone 
interested in taking an adaptive ski/snowboarding lesson, please email their Program 
Coordinator, Terri Henderson, at sewaspemail2@gmail.com 

 
*Feb 11 & 12  – Norge Ski Jump Winter Tournament.  RESCHEDULED FROM 1/28 & 29. 
*Feb 25 –Mar 4 - CMSC Chicago Week – Mammoth. See Lynn Consdorf, PSC Trip Leader for info. 
*April 1 – 6 - CMSC Spring Fling – Park City, Utah  $1511 with air.  5 nights lodging at the Peaks 
Hotel which has a hot breakfast buffet every morning.  4-day lift ticket valid at Park City and 
Canyons included.  R/T ground to/from SLC airport to Peaks Hotel.  Epic pass is accepted at Park 
City and Canyons.  Our current flight (Southwest) info is as follows… 

WN  440   01APR   MDWSLC   945A   1215P 
WN2566   06APR   SLCMDW   300P   0705P 

Contact Kevin Conlon at kconz1@aol.com for more info. 
 



CMSC Corner Continued  
*Sept 21 – Oct 1  - Danube River Cruise.  7 nights aboard an Emerald Cruises Star-Ship starting in 
Budapest, Hungary thru Bratislava, Slovakia:  Vienna, Austria:  Durnstein, Melk:  Linz Austria:  
Passau Germany and Prague, Czech Republic.  Includes 21 meals.  There are several optional 
excursions including guided tours of towns, castles and medieval villages.  Pricing will vary 
depending on accommodations.  For reservations/information contact Ed Gordon at 219-743-
0018 or edskates-indiana@yahoo.com  
*Feb 24 – March 2, 2024 - CMSC Chicago Week – Banff, Canada  **Save the Dates**   
 
The “Real ID” deadline has been delayed til 5/7/25. 
 
 

 

TRAVEL INSURANCE   Tip: Explore the “Cancel for any 
reason” version of trip insurance, to see if that’s the best fit for 
you, but be advised you will need to purchase that version very 
shortly after your initial trip purchase.  Here are helpful links 
from the CMSC website for your convenience. (PSC does not 
endorse any insurance carrier) 
http://www.csatravelpro.com/WINTERSPORTTOUR 
http://www.travelprotectors.com 
https://www.allianztravelinsurance.com 

 
 
 
Social Recaps, Ski Stories & Photo Gallery… 
 
Show & Go Hikers Recap – There was a really strong turnout for our 
recent Show & Go Hikers, in mid-January. We met at Oldfield Oaks in 
Darien, on a cool winter day for a hike through this beautiful park. 
After the full loop, some folks peeled off to run errands to go for 
lunch while others continued for an additional loop just to expand 
the hike.  Lo and behold we ran into fellow Piccadillian, Nancy 
Goins, who joined in for the last ½ mile. Thank you to Dar & 
Ken Meller for setting this up, and for Janice sending out the 
communique’.  See you next time! 
 
 
 
 



Mystery Trip to Tyrol Basin - We liked it so much 
last year, we went back to Tyrol again this year for the 
Mystery Trip!  All the runs were open with plenty of 
snow (okay, two of the steeper blacks were a little 
scraped in spots, but still very skiable).  Temps were 
comfortably in the low 30s, and there was little to no 
waiting in lift lines.  Keep Tyrol in mind any time you 
want to sneak in an extra ski day—just 2 hours and 40 
minutes from the western suburbs, reasonable lift 
ticket prices and a decent hill for the Midwest! 
 

Twenty-seven skiers took part, including newbies Andrea Ritter and Jay Schwartz, and we all 
returned mostly physically intact.  Jay got a little bruised 
when he took a hard fall and landed on the keys in his 
pocket.  Lesson learned—no hard/sharp objects in your 
pockets when skiing!  Jay asked me to give a shout-out to 
his fellow skiers for their support and concern—he made 
it home just fine. 
 
After a great day of skiing, we gave the shot ski a 
workout and then boarded the bus for home—music, 
beer, wine, more snacks (and naptime for some of 
us  ).  We stopped for dinner on the way at the Road Dawg Family Restaurant in lovely Beloit, 

Wisconsin.  Our server Tammy was super-efficient, serving 
our big group all by herself cheerfully and efficiently, and 
the food was great! 
 
Many thanks to all who came on the trip.  Everyone was so 
fun, gracious, and helpful.  Special thanks to Terry Turlek 
and Duane Amlee for navigation assistance (GPS seems to 

crap out ½ mile from Tyrol); to Cheryl, Char, Terry and others for helping to distribute 
refreshments and clean up trash on the bus; to Kevin, Rusty and many others who helped 
load/unload all our supplies on the bus and more.  Piccadillians are the best! - Eileen 
 

 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 

CRUSTY BUTT CRAZIES! - 32 intrepid 
Piccadillians hopped on United Airlines and 
ventured west to ski Crested Butte,  Colorado.  
Their luggage did not.  And so it began…. A week 
worthy of the “Crazies” title… an inauspicious 
beginning. But like the buffalo of previous snake 
bit trips, we soldiered on into the storm and 
came out the other side with a week of 
awesome snow conditions, and a Piccadilly sized 
Good Time. No one puts Pick/a/Dilly in the 
Corner! (more on that later) 
 



About 17 bags were left behind in Denver, and having the tracker app only made you feel worse 
since you could trace your luggage galivanting all over the place, 
obviously having more fun than you. FOMO (Fear Of Missing Out) 
drove many to rent/buy/borrow and steal the clothing and equipment 
needed to ski that first day, so as not to miss a day.  [Tuck these gems 
in your hat: Vicki and Cathie travel with extra coats, pants, ski sweaters 
and socks! and Paul also carries an extra kitchen sink, judging by the 
size of his American Tourister].   Piccadilly was not the only 
club on the same trajectory; Vagabond from Milwaukee, and Snow 
Drifters from Geneva turned up with a good amount of folks, and the 
same luggage woes.  Several PSCers rented equipment that first day 

and the only thing available was ugly green 
boots. And so they were promptly inducted into the ‘Army Boot 
Brigade’ (Sean, Cheri, Walt, Julian, Barb, Dennis and Pat). Not to be 
outdone, Janice, after having lost most of her luggage and clothing, 
created a hot tub suit out of the new Goggle Socks! We think you’ve 
stumbled onto something here, Janice. 
 
As with tradition, trusty sidekick Dawn, created a memorable ice 
breaker game at our wine & cheese welcome reception. ‘ Know Your 
Zod’ was the name and there 
were 20 questions to answer 

with fun (and some not so fun) facts about trip leader 
Emperor Zod.  If you won, you became a member of the 
‘Zod Squad’ –along with Link, Julie & Pete.  Kevin Conlon 
(Pete) and Cathie Dunn (Julie) took home the prize for 
most answers correct.  We learned way more than the 
law (or reason) allows about Mike’s favorite movies, 
books, his nicknames (Pookie), and favorite candy (Dots). 
Tie breaker answers made us realize he’s been with 
Piccadilly a really long time: 48 trips with the club/14 as 
Trip Leader. Thanks for your service Zod! 

 
Our accommodations were nice, and very convenient just steps from the 

Silver Queen lift – if it ever opened. Windy, foggy conditions plagued the 
lifts on Monday and Tuesday but the 6” - 7” of freshies on the hill 

created a fantastical playground for us all.  Zod, Dawn & John S. tried 
to ski some of the “dipsy-dos” create by so much snow,  but actually 
ended up skiing “dipsy-don’ts” instead (yard sale). Other strange 

sightings included:  Paul stuck in a tree well; Walt and Cheri locked 
out of their hotel room; Krista stuck in a snow pile so deep she needed 

ski patrol to get her out and probably more, but this is all anyone would 
confess to. But the final day of skiing made up for it all. It was a “Dave-Belz-

Severe-Clear” day.  The pristine conditions made all the earlier hassles a faint 
memory. 

 



After each day of tough but exhilarating skiing, we 
relaxed either at the very conveniently located Après 
Ski bar called Butte 66, (no Sam Elliot sightings), or at 
the large outdoor hot tubs… sometimes both. The 
town shuttle was convenient and gave us access to a 
variety of yummy restaurants: Ryce, Secret Stash, 
Bones, and the “highly recommended” Himalayan 
restaurant Eldo. In a fine example of “it’s a small, 
small world”…. Dawn and Mike ran into former PSCer 
Mary King’s daughter at the Mexican restaurant on 
Tuesday, (as it turns out, said daughter also went to 
grade school with one of Zod’s old Kryptonian-era buddies). Wednesday night we hosted the 
requisite Pinning Party at Slogar’s restaurant downtown, famous for their fried chicken served 
family style. We had so much leftover that we ate it the next night at our ‘Nail Soup’ party, AND 
even brought it to the airport for lunch on Friday. (Thank you Kevin, and btw, how did you 

explain that to security?). Also on Wednesday, old time PSCer, 
Scott Payant, joined us as our guest for the evening, and 
newbie Rich Zak got pinned… welcome Rich!  Rich fit right in 
by giving us much needed tips and tricks to navigate the snow 
conditions better. Dawn, Laura, Sandy L and others benefitted 
greatly. 
 
Our last night we hosted the much-anticipated ‘Nail Soup’ 
party. Usually it is held in Dawn & Zod’s room but clearer 
heads prevailed and we took over the 1st floor lobby for 3+ 
hours while sharing a plethora of leftover foodstuffs, beer and 

wine. As always, we had more cheese, sausage and crackers than a Harry and David’s Catalog.  
The “Pit” bell made an appearance to open the festivities, but Zod did not want to get banished 
to the ‘Phantom Zone’ so we didn’t play the game.  Nevertheless, it was a huge success as we 
played ping pong, did the shot-ski, reflected on the fantastic skiing conditions, and recruited 
Chris and Dylan – some young Colorado lads who bravely crashed our party (and actually left 
with some leftover chicken {again}, cheese-unt-crackers, and a few beers). The shot-ski kept us 
busy (and loud), filling it with Fireball, Sambuca, Makers Mark, Rumple Minze, and Kevin’s 
Buttershots liqueur.  
 
We were sad to leave the hill and excellent snow of Crested Butte. Russ S. (Sandi’s son) kept 
going and went on to ski the day at Monarch, while the rest of us headed to the airport with 
noses pressed to the glass. As we relaxed in our airline seats, Sandi noted 
that United’s flight itinerary had a new spelling for our club: Pick/a/Dilly!!! 
(Ain’t that the truth?)  
 
We will bid you a fond adieu with a Lifty-saying from Crested Butte: Skiing 
is the only thing that goes down hill yet keeps getting better! We heartily 
concur!  
 
Thank you for being such great sports as we put up with crazy stuff, late 
luggage, and thx for always having fun with us! - Emperor Zod and his 
Lovely Assistant. 
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www.piccadillyskiclub.com 

Facebook at: http://www.facebook.com 

Meetup at: http://www.meetup.com/Piccadilly-Ski-Social-Club/ 

Email all articles for next newsletter 
to Dawn Roche. 

Deadline: 20th of month prior 

Rockaroche3@gmail.com 
 

Email all high-resolution photos for 
the newsletter to both Dawn (above 

email) AND Pam Rockey for our 
website at prockey@sbcglobal.net 

 

PSC  2022 – 2023  
Board & Appointed Positions 

 
President:  Paul Fuka 
Vice President: Sandy Liedtke 
Secretary:  David Valenta 
Treasurer:  John Schuurman 
Trip Chair:  Julian Franklin 
Asst. Trip Chair: Jackie Dudek 
Membrshp/Historian: Larry Himmelblau  
Co-Social:  Jen Obrecht 
Co-Social:   John O’Sullivan 
Publicity:  Dawn Roche 
Webmaster:  Pam Rockey 
Sgt @ Arms/CMSC: Kevin Conlon 
Ski Meister:  Donna Prenta  
 

Contact Us: 
comeskiwithus@piccadillyskiclub.com 

P.O. Box 207, Downers Grove, IL 60515 
 

             


